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the Press than for the ears of the President. He had
been the subject of "abominable attacks in infamous
journals." Because he was an honest man, devoted
to the cult of justice like his father before him. He was
the friend of the poor, yes, of the Croats and Mace-
donians, he admitted it. He risked his career for them,
risked being broken. He had pleaded twenty-five years
at the Paris bar and he had been decorated with the
Legion of Honour. Now, because he was an indepen-
dent man, they would take away from him the means of
earning his daily bread. An ordinary delinquent might
be brought up before them and sentenced to a few
months' imprisonment, but for his offence they were
going to punish him with hunger.

The President of the Court, taking disciplinary
action, dealt with him in a very matter-of-fact way,
without heat, without epithets or abuse. He tabulated
the charges against him; Contempt of court; employ-
ment of manoeuvres of obstruction; insinuations against
the impartiality of magistrates; use of gross expressions
in addressing the Procurator General; and failure to
accept the mling of the court with regard to the con-
clusions drawn from the established fact of the trans-
mission of a letter to the jury. He pointed out that in
his defence the counsel had said nothing to extenuate
his offence and taking into consideration that he had
already received the censure of the court on the previous
day he gave the findings of the court. The court
pronounced against M, Desbons the sentence of expul-
sion from the bar.

"Maftte, you can leave the bar. You have nothing
more to say," said the President.

"I will not leave the bar, unless expelled by military
force," answered Desbons.

At a sign from the President a captain of gendarmes
approached Desbons. He still protested that he wanted
soldiers to remove him* Then he shook hands with
the prisoners and was finally led away.